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ways to not waste energy and how not 
to put more pollution into the air. 

Importantly, this cap-and-trade sys-
tem is the most economically efficient 
way to distribute this resource. I got 
brainwashed by economics when I went 
to school at the University of Wash-
ington. Basically what we learned is 
that having a trading system, you end 
up having the most efficient way to 
find out how to drive economies and ef-
ficiencies in your system. 

So later this year we will be consid-
ering a cap-and-trade system. We will 
set a limit, and it will be the first step 
in this road to really a clean energy 
economy. 

Now I want to note something about 
a cap-and-trade system, and this is one 
thing I learned in Europe last week, it 
is not enough. It is only one tool in the 
toolbox. This is really important, be-
cause next week we will have before us 
in the Energy Committee a host of 
issues of ways to drive this clean en-
ergy future forward not waiting for 
this cap-and-trade system, issues like 
this renewable portfolio standard, 
where we tell people 15 percent of our 
electricity comes from clean standards, 
a green building standard, so that we 
require new building codes to have en-
ergy efficient buildings, a low carbon 
fuel standard so we use low carbon 
fuels, a whole host of measures like 
that. Those are very important. A cap- 
and-trade system is not enough. 

In fact, it is interesting, in England, 
we met with a minister who basically 
they told us they might have had 15 
million tons of savings in carbon diox-
ide from their cap-and-trade system, 
but they had 100 million tons savings 
in carbon dioxide by this combination 
of measures to have more efficiency in 
their industries. 

So next week we will be taking some 
first steps in the road to a clean energy 
future that are very, very important, 
that are going to help these businesses 
grow. 
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Mr. CLEAVER. Well, I am wondering 
whether or not either of you, and I 
don’t know if you are into horror mov-
ies, and there is enough horror going 
on without having to watch it on tele-
vision, but there is a movie starring 
Kurt Russell, and I imagine the movie 
is 15 years old, maybe older. The movie 
is called ‘‘The Thing.’’ It is a movie 
about a group of scientists and mili-
tary people out in Greenland at a facil-
ity. At the end, of course, they kill this 
thing that has been frozen under the 
ice for perhaps a millennium, and the 
movie ends with all is well. 

The movie was actually based on the 
Swiss camp which is a real camp that 
is out in the middle of Greenland where 
scientists stay out all year long meas-
uring temperatures, measuring the 
melting snow. They have concluded 
that the temperature has risen 11 de-
grees over the last 10 years. 

What happens is many of the natives 
who used to make money by taking 

tourists out on 12-day excursions on 
the ice can no longer do that because 
the ice is melting. You might go some-
where you have routinely gone, and 
now the ice is cracking and your dogs 
fall into the water, so that doesn’t hap-
pen. 

I always believe there is a solution, 
and I think there are a number of 
things, as Mr. INSLEE has mentioned, 
with regard to capping trade, which I 
think is, as he said, a part of the solu-
tion. There are probably going to be a 
potpourri of things that we change and 
implement in order to bring the CO2 
level down. 

But it occurred to me, because I am 
a United Methodist pastor in my real 
life, that if people believe it is the gov-
ernment prodding them, pushing them, 
maybe even beating them into chang-
ing, there will be some resistance. But 
if, on the other hand, they understand 
that one of the responsibilities of the 
human race is to be good stewards of 
the world that God made for them, 
then it is easier for them to look at 
their activities, their actions, and 
make modifications. 

In the book of Genesis, we are told 
that the Earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof, and then God says to 
mankind, humankind, go out and sub-
due it. Now he did not say go out and 
undo it, but rather subdue it. 

If you look at the word ‘‘subdue,’’ 
break it down, it actually means tak-
ing care of. So we have to take care of 
it. The good news is on this Thursday 
evening there is a growing phalanx of 
legislators in this House who believe 
that a change is not only necessary but 
that it is going to come. 

One final thing on this, although it is 
not really all that related. 

I have a mobile Fifth District office 
that we use in my district in and 
around Kansas City, Missouri. It runs 
on grease, and the technology is prob-
ably not as good as it will be because 
sometimes, if you stay in it all day, 
you do smell like a Big Mac. However, 
it is demonstrating that we can make 
changes and that the Congress must 
show the way. As opposed to having 
one of those big gas guzzlers, we, with 
great intentionality, had a van de-
signed to use grease. 

I have a bill which will require, if ap-
proved, that all Members of Congress 
who lease automobiles with taxpayer 
money must lease an energy efficient 
car. I think, as Ghandi said, we must be 
the changes we preach. I think Con-
gress can show the way; and, in fact, I 
think Congress is showing the way. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. CLEAVER, I appre-
ciate your comments, especially shar-
ing the idea that I think all faiths 
share about this idea of responsibility 
to the creation and to our grandkids. I 
appreciate you bringing us back to 
that fundamental truth. 

I want to address the issue of Green-
land. Greenland is changing dramati-
cally. I have had some people ask me 
isn’t it true that Greenland has 
changed in the past as far as their 

weather and why is this a problem now. 
It is true during Erik the Red’s time, 
Greenland did have more green in-
volved in it. They had some agriculture 
in Greenland when you had this little 
warm period during the time of Erik 
the Red. 

But what the scientists tell us is 
there is a huge difference between that 
situation because now we are going to 
drive carbon dioxide levels by 2050 
twice what they have ever been for 
tens and hundreds of thousands of 
years and that those carbon dioxide 
layers trap energy and heat. It is going 
to make the days of Erik the Red look 
like the Ice Age. 

So even though there have been wide 
fluctuations in the Earth’s climate be-
fore, what the scientists tell us is the 
rate of change is unprecedented ever in 
the historical record and that we will 
go into a period that really is unprece-
dented as far as we know pretty much 
in global history. So the things you are 
seeing in Greenland are very much of 
concern, and I hope we are going to 
start working to move that forward. 

I yield to the gentleman from New 
Mexico (Mr. UDALL). 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. INS-
LEE, one of the things that you men-
tioned early on, and I think we are 
being held back. You were in England 
and you talked to Tony Blair and Tony 
Blair’s minister. The G8 countries are 
meeting. There is no doubt in these G8 
countries, the meeting going on right 
now, they want to set for these indus-
trialized countries a specific cut in CO2 
emissions. They want to commit to a 
specific cut. They came into the G8 
meeting saying let’s have a specific cut 
on CO2 emissions; and our President 
went over and sidetracked that and de-
railed that and basically said, no, we 
don’t want to commit to that. 

I think the big debate here is are we 
going to have voluntary measures or 
are we going to move towards some 
mandates and a cap in trade system 
and a regulatory system so we can get 
ahold of this. 

Mr. INSLEE. I think you have put 
your finger right on the nub of the 
issue. The President says he now, fi-
nally, and I suppose this is a small ray 
of happiness, he now finally recognizes 
there is a problem of global warming. 
But he expects volunteerism to solve 
this problem. 

Well, I can tell you one thing we all 
know, you can run a bake sale on vol-
unteerism, and maybe you can run a 
boy scout troop on volunteerism, but 
you cannot run a war on global warm-
ing on volunteerism. Think about this 
for a second. Here is what the Presi-
dent proposes. He thinks that he can 
just send a letter, nicely handwritten, 
to the CEOs of the oil and gas compa-
nies, would you kindly think about not 
polluting anymore. 

Well, that would be just about as ef-
fective, if he simply tries to run that 
on a volunteer basis, to just rely on the 
good graces, and I have nothing against 
the executives of these companies, they 
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